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EXTENSION-SCS FIELD DEMONSTRATION 


Bn, GROWING WILD OR ADAPTED VARIETIES OF FRUITS AND NUTS 
, | | O 


; THROUGH LAND USE PLANTINGS 


TO IMPROVE THE FAMILY FOOD SUPPLY 


/ 


Primary Cooperating Agencies 


ee Exteneion Service Farm Security Administration be 
Soil. Conservation Service Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agri- 
cultural Engineering 


- Purpose 


To improve farm family nutrition where needed by improving the family food: 
supply with the nutrients provided by fruits and nuts, in connection with 
land use plantings. iP Re 


Location 


; Areas where the home fruit and nut supply can be appreciably improved by 
such plantings, and where personnel of the respective cooperating agencies 
are available. 

TiN 


Goal. for 1945-46 


A, Locating a few areas in selected States in each of the four supervisory 
areas of the Federal Extension Service in which continuing cooperative 
field demonstrations can profitably be set up, planning and starting the. 
- demonstrations,.and giving them proper supervision. 


4 'B. Assembling visual and written material with which to explain the value and 
scope oF the demonstration and illustrate the plant materiale available by 


regions. 

et 

bith “Situation 

fo OHS | 

In some areas climatic and soil conditions--high or low temperatures, 

; drought, exposure, standing water, erosion--make it difficult or impossible 
Tae ae) ane _ to grow the common varieties OF, fruits and nuts by ordinary cultural 
pave: wan ew ane Thode, éven on a small scale for family use. However, field tests and 


far sxpéeriences have demonstrated that in many of the areas where these 


lties are. 


ni Dus 


used for irrigation. In contrast, certain adapted fruit varieties will 
thrive in permanently moist locations. In some areas land suited mainly 
for growing trees or for wildlife can also produce fruit and nuts for man. 


Cooperation to improve the family fruit and nut supply in areas where /cli- | 
matic and soil conditions make this improtant has been under diecussion for 
several years between Federal workers of the Extension Service, the Farm’ 
Security Administration, and the Soil Conservation Service. In 1943 the 
chiefs of the Extension Service and the Soil Conservation Service endorsed - 
the purposes and pointed out the possibilities of such cooperation in . 
letters to the heads of their regpective agencies in the States. ~ 


Early in 1945 interested staff members of Extension, Soil Conservation, and 
Farm Security met and worked out the procedure sugges ted below for getting = 
a limited number of cooperative field demonstrations started. The group 
included extension specialists in nutrition, food préservation, and horti- 
culture; regional field agents for agriculture and home economics; field 
agent for home food production and conservation; field agent for 4-H Club 
work; Ex teng ion- SCS conservationists; SCS biobogiete; research workers; and 
others s 


In 45 States plans for land use and soil conservation are being carried 
out through the cooperation of farmere with soil conservation districts, 
The Extension Service and the Soil Conservation Service are providing ed- 
ucational and technical assistance in carrying out these farm plans. This 
provides a basis for the proposed cooperative field demonstration. It i 
however, important to enlist the interest of housewives and of 4-H - 
youngsters, ss well as of farmers, in this particular field demonstration, 
This can readily be done by extension and farm security workers through 
their contracts with farm women, boys, and girls. 


Suggested Procedure for 1945-6 


A. State 


l. Schedule an’ exploratory round-table discussion at the State insti-~ 

3 tution with a discussion leader and secretary, attended by appropriate 
extension supervisors, specialists, and personnel, including the « 
regional SCS nurseryman and biologist, and FSA workere who have con- 
tributions to make. Such a discussion may well be planned to take 
place during the vieit of a Federal extension worker interésted in the 
field demonstration. ; 


2. The purposes of this discussion would be threefold: 


oe Tentatively to select two or three counties. that might be suitable 
for the demonstration, by COG oar ey 


(1) Areas where the cooperative field demonstration would. ae 
ably fill a nutritional need and where other conditions, in- 
cluding personnel, are favorable bo successful completion, — 


(2) Native, ay or baray ee materials euitable ol use in 
Beh areas 


oo 
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(3) Sources of such materiale for use in ‘demonstrations. 


+. »- (4) Successful shelter-belt and SCS plantings ‘already in existence 
at aa . . which demonetrate possibilities. 


(5) Tllustrative material and records, already available for pre- 
w, »} + .Senting possibilities of the work to the personnel of both 
; agencies, and to rural people. ‘The use of selected Kodachrome 
slides at thie meeting would add greatly to ite success. 


‘€) Cultural practices already: demonstrated as feasible; and 
| those whose value, while perhaps not CORD ie iy established, 
yj.» @re worthy .of testing. 


(7) Kind of demonstrations suitable. 


..-.(a) , Extending practices already established:to a number of 
h farms where conditions are suitable. 


(b) Preliminary tests on individual farms to determine the 
AP Sn eee hs Oth on believed to be‘adapted to the 
area. 


b, To decide upon ways of orienting the workere of the reapective 
agencies to the value of the demonstration. 


NOV 15 1945 - 


(1) Extension nutritionists or other food specialists might pre- 
sent to SCS personnel, at a State or district meeting, the 
importance of fruits and nuts in the diet, the importance of 
increasing the amount of these foods in the diet of local 
families, the nutrients contributed by native or adapted 
varieties under discuesion, and the products that can be 
made from them to vary the diet or for sale. 


(2) The regional ylologist, regional SCS nurseryman, experiment 
3 svation worke:, extension horticulturistsor forester might 
discuss varijievics adapted for such demonstrations before ex- 
tension workers and otherge in areas under consideration for. 
field demonstrations. 


c. To plan for preliminary contacts by extension specialists and supere 
visors in suitable counties, with county extension and soil con- 
servation pergonnel, to explore the feasibility of establishing 
a cooperative field demonetration. Persons to be consulted in- 
clude the county extension agents, the home management super- 
visor, farm security district conservationist, farm planner, and 
soil district supervisor, also a few selected homemakers and 
farmers. 


3. Summarize the discussion, select a chairman, and assign responsi> 
bilities for action. 


nen County or Soil District pies Pies ane 


Pugh 


tet EE coneulation within the county shows that the f 


2, The. purpose: of this ee eae be ree ‘aasgude ine. 
» undertaking a ROC as field. caiecae in erie 
4 make plane. iy 


yt pore ahi aa TRGB eee ae aa ea ue e, 


b.- Obte ining suc ‘babe. plant ‘niet 


ce. Obtaining. technical aseistance for’ demonstrators. 


aS 
Rhee: 


a. Folloy- “Up and uge ae the denonetrations 


Oa: Part pe be. eeed ‘ay home demons tration elube, Aan o t 
other organizations. A Weta Py 


1/ Mail record wider section 69 on page 7 of the Combined Annual Repo 
ve, Extension Work... Rate . ee see ed ae 


